ENTERTAINMENTS |
“Yellow Sands”

REPERTORY THEATRE SOCIETY'S
PLAY.

THE CAST.

Richard Varwell Jim Pendlaton
Emma Major .. .4 . Darley Coopar
Arthur Varwell ., +. .. Jim Felgaie |
Joa Varwell ., Leo ‘iuyatt |
Thomaos Major . we oo Nortaia Stabie |
Lydia Blake .. .. .. .. Clare Clarke
Mary Varwell ., . Cheistina Wilson |
Jennifer Varwell ., .. Barbara Siskey
Minnls Masters ., ., .. Hilda Hastie
Nelly Masters .. .. . Gwen Harilson
Mr. Baslow Frank O'8ulllvan |

"Yellow Eandr,” the three act comeds
by Eden and Adelaide  Phillpotts,
which was produced at His Majesty's
Theatre laat nlght by the Brishane
hepertory Theatre Society, fulflls all
the qualiflcations of a good repertory
play. It bk  Instinct with litse and
,colour and although called a comedy
Is worthy of a better classification,
“Yellow Bands" takes the audlence to
an English seaside village. Tt shows
them the Varwell family, somawhat
depleted In Its ranks but neveartheless
A very humans and simple collectlon
of people, which the skill of the
writera has vitallssd inte  wvividly
drawn chararcters,

It i8 the vharacterisation, more than
the actlon, or even the comedy, which
makes the play interrating and all the
mere difficult In performancs frem a
repertory stardpoint, But one nasd
TMAKE N0 excuses for the plavers on the
score of thelr amateur status. The
mounting and the acting throughout
shows that the Brisbana Repertory
Theatre Society has developed into n
rellable and worth-while organisation,

But for the fanatie soclalism of Jos
Varwell and his reference to the mil. |
lion unemployed and Moscow, the play
might have heen dated at any time
late in the ninstesnth century. He is
tilled with concern for the "under dng"
and In his queer way regents  Lydia
Blake's propinquity because he hap-
pened to fall In love with her. As the
iPlay moves on hls ldenls crumble unti]
In the final scene he finds himself the
sole revidunl legatee of sweet old Jen-
nifer Varwell, He is a "Lloated eapl-
talist” with mociallistic |deas to be lived
down. The part was Played with con-
slderahla skill by Mr Leo Guyvatt, who

‘ranted” to some purpose threughout
and vet naver allasnsad labe atoo .o s
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ranted” to some purpose throughout
and yet never allowed his characteriaa-
tlen to get out of proportfon. It was
i clear cut and decisive reading of
the part.

In the first act the play hung
for m time, probably because of tha
rather haphazard manner in which this
lHitle community s introduced. In the
second act, howsever, the play hlas-
BOmME forth unexpectedly, Epecial
commendation must be Elven
tn tho responsihle for the
etage properiies In thizs scene. Every
stick of furniture, down to the old
“what-not” In the corner, breathed the
spirit of dear old Jennifer. Still, more
crellt was due to the producer that
the animation ahd life of the =s:ena
was kept Intact. One felt that one
was peeping through a windew rather
than cver the footllghts. Mr. Jim
FPendelion sang two songs componsed
for the occaslon by Mr. Archie Diay.
They were both appropriately short
and to the point,

From Jeonlfer herself down to the
twittering twins (perhaps overdrawn
#ut nevertheless types to be seen to
be believed) the acting was good and
the movement natural and unforced.

In the third act Jennifer has gone,
and the mourners troop in te hear the
wlill read. It Is & chance of which the
dramatista have made ths most
Blowly but surely the true natures of |
these people are unvelled. * In sama |
a genuine love for old Jennifer tran-
acends every other emotlon: in otisrs |
an Inordinate greed is brought to light
by the prospects of easlly acquired
weilth. Miss Christina Clarke's work
in this scene had but one blemish.
8he gpoke somewhat Indistinctly in
some 0f the most Important passages,

Miss Barbara Sisley showed herseld
a true artlst In her delineation of
Jennifer, a radiant lovahle char.wu«r.i
In which the years have not stilled a
ready wit. If there were wmlmusul
in some of the minor characters they
did not Interfers with the tharouehn
enjoyment of a play which has been
well worthy of the soclely’s attentlons,
All eredit 1s due to Mr. Jim Pendleton |
{producer) and Dr, J. V. Duhig (stage
manager). [

The society this yenr has reverted
to the custom of muesle In the inter-
vals. Last night it was supplled by
the Colllngs* Orchestra, a band ot
juvenile performers worthy of en-
gouragement,
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The play will be repeated to-night.
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